CHAPTER XV.
GLASS SANDS OF WESTERN KENTUCKY.

Western Kentucky-as embraced in this report Includes Crit-
tenden, Caldwell, Hopkins and Livingston Counties. They are bor-
dered on the north by Union and Webster Counties; on the east
by McLean, Muhlenberg and Christian Counties; on the south by
Christian, Trigg and Lyon Counties; on the west by Lyon County and
the Ohio River. For further location (See Ills. 21).

(21.)   Sectional map showing:  the distribution of Glass  Sands in Western

Kentucky.

The glass sands of western Kentucky owe their commercial
value to the fact that In ancient seas pure white quartz sands were
deposited over extensive areas. These sands were laid down free
from clayey matter, free from the hydrated oxides of iron, and free
from calcium and magnesium caribonates. The sands were com-
pressed by their own weight and the burden of overlying sediments.
They were lifted gently from the floor ot the sea into a land mass,
and subsequent continental denudation has brought these sand beds
into view,                                              ........

They have now become so disintegrated that under the blow of
a hammer they readily reduce to individual sand grains. Many of
the .beds are so friable that they may be reduced to a pure white
quartz sand -by crushing them between the fingers. These sand grains
are pure white in color, rounded to sulbangular in form, of uniform
size, and remarkably free from any injurious constituent. They afce.......................................... 39 feet
